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When humans or animals in a home are abused or neglected, it creates a warning signal that
others in the household may not be safe. Numerous documented studies show that there is a
direct link between acts of cruelty to animals and violence toward others; including intimate
partner abuse, child abuse, elder abuse, and other violent behavior. 1
Research on “The Link” has shifted the way the public perceives animal cruelty, and has
motivated states to enact laws in response.





Animal crimes are being taken more seriously. All 50 states and 4 territories have
enacted felony animal cruelty provisions for first-time offenses, up from just six
jurisdictions in 1990.
32 states have statutes allowing animals to be included in protective orders. This means
that a person can take their companion animal along when escaping an abusive home,
and the restraining order that protects the person can protect the animal as well.
13 states mandate or permit child protection and social work officials to report
suspected animal abuse; 10 states have laws requiring or permitting humane and animal
control officers to report suspected child maltreatment.
In 10 states, animal fighting can be an underlying offense giving rise to racketeering
charges.2 This is due to the high incidence of other crimes, such as drug trafficking and
gambling, that are so often present at animal fights.

Animal abuse often coincides with domestic violence, including intimate partner abuse and
child abuse.


In homes where serious animal abuse has occurred, there is an increased probability
that some other type of family violence is also happening. According to one study,
women in domestic violence shelters are 11 times more likely to report that their
partner hurt or killed a pet, as compared with women who have not suffered domestic
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abuse.3 In another study, 89% of women who had companion animals during an abusive
relationship reported their animals were threatened, harmed, or killed by their abuser.4
Abuse of a companion animal is one of the four most significant risk factors for someone
becoming a domestic abuser,5 and is an indicator of the use of controlling and violent
behaviors.6
Threats or actual abuse of a companion animal may be used to control women and
children, forcing them to remain in an abusive situation out of concern for the safety of
their animal. In homes with domestic violence, 50% of children reported that the abuser
threatened to harm or kill a beloved animal in order to maintain control over their
human victims.7 Studies have also shown that up to 56% of battered women have
delayed their escape out of fear for their animals.8
Children often interfere to protect their animals from violence. This willingness to insert
themselves in a potentially dangerous situation demonstrates the important role
companion animals play in children’s lives—particularly children raised in abusive
households who may crave companionship and comfort.9

When children or teenagers abuse animals, it could be a sign that the child has been abused,
or that intervention is necessary to prevent him or her from harming others.
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If a child is cruel to animals it may be a sign that serious abuse or neglect has been
inflicted on the child. Children who exhibit cruelty towards animals are more than twice
as likely to have suffered maltreatment themselves.10
A study conducted in Australia found that teenage boys who bullied their peers were
more likely to have abused an animal. The same study also found that both bullying and
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animal abuse often coincided with a need for egoistic power and a lack of cognitive
empathy.11
A large number of Adult Protection Workers report that their clients’ animals suffer abuse
and neglect, either at the hands of another caregiver or the owners themselves.




Many seniors and disabled adults are vulnerable to abuse at the hands of caregivers.
This puts the companion animals of elderly persons at risk as well. More than 35% of
adult protective services workers report that their clients have talked about their pets
have being threatened, injured, killed, or denied care by a caregiver.12
Elderly people sometimes neglect their animals because they are physically, mentally, or
financially unable to provide proper care.13 45% of adult protective services workers
reported that their clients either purposefully or negligently neglected a companion
animal. In the vast majority of those cases, the neglect of the animal coincided with selfneglect, causing the elderly person to suffer as well.14

Animal cruelty is closely related to other types of crimes and human violence.
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Researchers have found that 43% of school shooters in the United States between 1988
and 2012 had histories of animal abuse. The majority of those histories include close-up
and personal violence against neighborhood companion animals, such as dogs or cats.15
A study undertaken by the MSPCA and Northeastern University found that 70 percent of
people who committed violent crimes against animals also had records for other crimes.
Compared with a control group of their neighbors, animal abusers were five times more
likely to commit violent crimes against people, four times more likely to commit
property crimes, and three times more likely to have a record for drug or disorderly‐
conduct offenses.16
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